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not by swerving make some commencement of motion to break through the decrees of fate, that cause follow not cause from everlasting, whence have all living creatures here on earth, whence, I ask, has been wrested from the fates the power by which we go forward whither the will leads each, by which likewise we change the direction of our motions neither at a fixed time nor fixed place, but when and where the mind itself has prompted ?" The Roman poet could give to this question of his own no more rational answer on materialistic principles than the one which has been mentioned. If the materialist maintain that there is nothing but necessity in nature, he must maintain also that there is nothing but necessity in man. If he admit that there is spontaneity or freedom in man, he must admit that it is inherent likewise in nature. Necessity in both nature and man, or freedom in both, is the only reasonable alternative. The effort to deduce truly voluntary movements from purely mechanical causes is nonsensical. But when Epicurus and Lucretius followed reason so far, why did they not follow it farther, and pack reason as well as will into their atoms, and emotion and conscience too, and so endow each atom with a complete mind ? They might at least have anticipated Professor Clifford, and told us that " a moving molecule of inorganic matter possesses a small piece of mind-stuff."